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Mayor’s Corner

Mayor, Tom Hansen

Education Month in Paramount
The City of Paramount proclaims Sep-

tember of each year as Education Month 
to emphasize the importance and value of 
education for the entire community. The 
celebration will be highlighted at the Sep-
tember 7th City Council meeting during 
which the Council and members of the 
Paramount Unified School District Board 
of Education will honor the Teachers of the 
Year from each District school. The fol-
lowing educators have received this special 
recognition: 
Danette Lane  Early Childhood Ed.
John Stephens  Alondra School
Larry Houston  Collins
Michael Luckey  Gaines
Jason Simco  Hollydale
Rebecca Perez  Jackson
Bonnie Slater  Jefferson
Janet Garcia  Keppel
Tiffany Short  Lincoln
Monica Sanchez  Los Cerritos
Yessenia Orozco  Mokler
David Balstad  Paramount Park
Julie Quintero  Roosevelt
Christina Escobar  Tanner
Deanne Teng  Wirtz
Lisa Kirk   Zamboni
Pam Gilreath  Buena Vista
Becky Bach-Cuc Vu Paramount High - West
Melissa Marchesini Paramount High - Senior
Kathleen Hoogendam Adult Ed. Center

Also to be recognized at the meeting are 
last year’s Valedictorian from Paramount 
High School – James Benson – as well as 
the class co-Salutatorians, Lotusa Chan, 
Brittany Early and Juan Espinosa.

The commitment of these dedicated pro-
fessionals to the education and advancement 
of our children, and the hard work done by 
these remarkable students, is commendable. 
Congratulations to all!

Education and Safety Fair Coming 
September 18

Paramount’s annual Education and 
Safety (or Safe and Smart) Community 
Fair will be held in Paramount Park, 14400 

Paramount Blvd., on Saturday, Sept. 18 from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

The Fair will feature area colleges and 
trade schools, as well as service clubs with 
details about scholarship programs for local 
students. Public safety agencies and safety-
related businesses will also take part, and 
offer employment information. 

There will be representatives from 
Paramount Unified School District schools, 
community colleges, state universities, trade 
schools, the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department, the Los Angeles County Fire 
Department and more.

Music and entertainment will be pro-
vided by local performance groups. There 
will be raffle prizes and a book sale. Plus, 
the winner of the City’s Earth Day T-Shirt 
Design Contest will be recognized by the 
City Council and Board of Education. Hon-
ored, also, will be the top students from each 
grade from each school in the District.

For more information, call (562) 220-
2121.

Track Meet Winners Honored
The City’s Annual Track Meet was held 

on a Saturday morning in June at the Para-
mount High School Stadium. Hundreds of 
students from all kindergarten through 8th-
grade schools took part in a variety of track 
and field events.  Paramount Park School 
was the overall winner for the 4th straight 
year, followed by Lincoln School as this 
year’s runner-up.

Special thanks go to Paramount High 
School Varsity Track Coach Chris Barboza 
and her track team who again oversaw the 
entire event.  The City Council will salute 
Barboza, as well as Paramount Park principal 
Topekia Jones and Lincoln principal Pamela 
Williams at the September 7th meeting.

City Dedicated to Environmental 
Efforts

The City of Paramount works hard at 
maintaining a healthy environment for its 
residents and workforce.  In an effort to “go 
green,” for instance, all new purchases in 
the City’s fleet of vehicles are either elec-
tric/gasoline hybrids, natural gas/gasoline 
hybrids or run completely on compressed 
natural gas. Each of these vehicles creates 
far lower emissions than gasoline-powered 
ones. 

As part of that effort, the City recently 
purchased a new aerial-lift truck that runs 
on compressed natural gas. The truck was 
bought with the partial sponsorship of the 
Mobile Source Air Pollution Reduction 
Review Committee (MSRC). 

Used for routine tasks such as tree 
trimming, changing street lights, installing 
banners and reaching rooftops of City facili-
ties, the aerial boom on the vehicle allows 
City staff to work comfortably and safely at 

ACCOUNTING & INCOME TAX

“Leave the Paperwork To Us”

Fully Licensed & Bonded Tax Professionals

Personalized Service You Can Count On
Dependable  •  Accurate  •  Courteous

Se Habla Español

✓ Tax Returns for Individuals
✓ Sole Proprietor, Partnership,

& Corporations
✓ Financial Statements

✓ Rapid Refunds     ✓ E-Filing

✓ Bookkeeping-Taxes
✓ Notary Public

✓ Payroll   ✓ Audits
✓ W’2’ & 1099’s

✓ Computerized Accounting & Tax Service

FREE CONSULTATION

Get The Refund You Deserve

VICKY PROFESSIONAL SERVICES, INC.
15975 Paramount Blvd.  Suite A, Paramount

562-634-1178

Cecilia J. Tascon, CPA
Certified Public Accountant

Vicky Uisprapassorn, EA, ATP, ATA
Enrolled Agent

➢

CLEAN-FLAT-QUICK 

DISPOSAL SITE
IN PARAMOUNT PRR

OPEN
Mon-Fri 6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday 6 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

All Types Of Non-Hazardous Waste Materials 
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Paramount 
Resource Recycling

7230 Petterson Lane 
Paramount

Time is the coin of your life. It is the only coin you have, 
and only you can determine how it will be spent. Be care-

ful lest you let other people spend it for you. 
                             – Carl Sandburg

heights of up to 40 feet. The vehicle is also 
available in case of natural disaster or any 
other type of emergency. 

Another way the City is protecting the 
environment involves keeping pollutants out 
of the Los Angeles River. Thanks to a state 

grant, we will be installing inserts in 323 
storm water catch basins throughout town 
to act as filters for the river. Paramount is 
joining with every other city that lines the 
river to stop trash and other debris from 
fouling the waterway.

PARAMOUNT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Invites you to attend a

Grand Opening/Ribbon Cutting

La Amapola Market
Wednesday, September 15

13733 Garfield Ave,
Beginning at 11:30 am

Lunch Served
RSVP: (562) 634-3980
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On Patrol

Loud parties are a major annoyance 
that can disrupt the quality of life in any 
neighborhood.  In Paramount, we have a 
dedicated “Party Patrol” car that works 
on the days of the week that generate the 
most calls for service related to trouble-
some get-togethers – Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday.

We also have a dedicated supervi-
sor available on weekends to provide 
timely monitoring and troubleshooting 
when needed. 

 If a call for disturbing the peace 
comes into the Sheriff’s Station, there 
will be a visit to the location and a 
first-warning notice will be issued. If a 
return visit is made, the property owner 
will be liable for fines. For instance, a 
second visit within 30 days will produce 
a fine of $250. The third, fourth and fifth 
visits within 30 days of the first call will 
entail fines of $500, $750 and $1,000, 
respectively. In addition, the cost of 
extra resources involved (multiple depu-
ties, helicopter and so on) can be passed 
on. These fines, if not paid, can go to a 
collections agency.

If such disturbances come from the 
same location over an extended period 
of time, deputies will focus on solving 
the problem with those who are caus-
ing it. 

From January through June of 2010, 
Paramount deputies issued 288 written 
1st “Disturbance Violation Notices” to 
parties responsible for loud parties.

If you’re planning a party, be sure to 
take your neighbors into consideration 
and refrain from playing loud music and 
making other obtrusive noises into the 
early morning hours. If you are being 
bothered by a loud party in your neigh-

borhood, don’t take things into your own 
hands. Call the Sheriff’s Station at (562) 
220-2002. And keep in mind that depu-
ties do not divulge the identity of any 
residents making complaint calls. 

Stay Alert While Walking
With school back in session, there 

are a lot of students walking to and 
from campus every Monday through 
Friday. It’s important for any pedestrian 
to remember to stay alert as to their 
surroundings to guard against the pos-
sibility of becoming a street robbery 
victim.

Street robbers watch for people who 
are distracted and otherwise not paying 
attention. They can approach from be-
hind, snatch jewelry, cell phones, music 
players or purses and then flee on foot 
or bicycle.

Everyone is encouraged to practice 
the following safety tips to reduce 
the chance of being targeted for this 
crime:

• If you wear necklaces during ev-
eryday activities, keep them concealed 
under clothing, especially those with 
medallions, charms or nameplates.

• Be alert and aware of your sur-
roundings and walk with other people 
when possible.

• If you feel you are being targeted, 
try to move to a well-populated area.

• If you are the victim of a robbery, 
call 911 immediately and try to give a 
good description of the suspect.

If you have been the victim of a rob-
bery or an attempted robbery and have 
not reported it, please call 562-220-2002 
and do so.

Controlling the Nuisance 
of Loud Parties

Members in the News

STATER BROS. SUPERMARKETS 
HELPS CUSTOMERS FIGHT THE FLU
Mollen Immunization 
Clinics will Administer 
Flu Vaccination Program

Stater Bros. Supermarkets are help-
ing customers stay healthy and well by 
once again offering seasonal flu vac-
cines.  The vaccination period will start 
September 1st and run through October 
23rd at all 167 Stater Bros. Supermarket 
locations.  For a location near you please 
visit www.staterbros.com.

Participating Stater Bros. Supermar-
kets will be providing flu vaccination 
clinics in partnership with Mollen Im-
munization Clinics during scheduled 
days and times in September and Oc-
tober.  Licensed nurses will administer 
the vaccines to those ages 4 and up, and 
the vaccinations will be given as long 
as supplies last.

Mollen Immunization Clinics is an 
approved Medicare part B provider, so 
eligible customers should bring their 
Medicare ID cards to the clinic, and they 
may be eligible to receive the vaccina-
tion with no out-of-pocket expense. 

“Stater Bros. remains committed 

to the health and well-being of our 
valued customers,” stated Jack H. 
Brown, Stater Bros. Chairman and 
CEO.  “Stater Bros. has a long-stand-
ing history of providing low prices 
and giving back to the communities 
it serves.   Now with our network of 
pharmaceutical health care profession-
als, we’re also proud to be able pro-
vide our valued customers with access 
to high quality, affordable preventive 
health care.” 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention highly recommend getting 
vaccinated.  Flu vaccines are updated 
annually to combat the most current in-
fluenza strains affecting the population.  
In addition, this year’s flu shot has been 
formulated to provide protection against 
the H1N1 Swine Flu virus.

To further assist our customers, 
Stater Bros. offers a $4 Generic Pre-
scription Program with over 300 com-
monly prescribed medications as well 
as a Free Antibiotic Program that offers 
a 14-day supply of selected antibiotics, 
including refills, at no charge to anyone 
with or without health insurance cover-
age who presents a prescription.
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Community News  

Fall Semester Classes Still 
Available at El Camino 
College Compton Center

While many students are being turned 
away at other institutions of higher learning 
in record numbers due to across-the-board 
cuts, El Camino College Compton Center 
still has openings for the fall semester and 
students are encouraged to register now 
through September 10. 

One strategy for students that may find 
themselves kept out of specific courses they 
need to complete degrees or to transfer to 
four-year universities is to enroll in classes 
at more than one community college.

“The unique availability of courses at 
El Camino College Compton Center will 
allow more students to fulfill their class-
room requirement right now,” said Barbara 
Perez, Vice President, El Camino College 
Compton Center. “This is a good opportu-
nity, especially when so many students are 
unable to get the classes they need at other 
institutions.”

As reported by CNN, President Obama 
has emphasized the importance of a college 
education for career success, proposing that 
the federal government invest $12 billion in 
America’s community colleges over the next 
decade. Obama highlighted the need for an 
educated workforce when he addressed issues 
related to higher education, citing studies that 
project jobs requiring an associate degree will 
grow twice as fast as jobs requiring no college 
degree in coming years.

To apply and get the classes they need 
at El Camino College Compton Center, 

students may go to www.compton.edu and 
click on the “Apply Online” tab in the top 
left corner of the homepage. 

Once applications are completed, stu-
dents may register in-person now through 
September 10 in the Student Lounge 
weekdays, and on Saturday, August 28. 
Registration hours are Monday through 
Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon and 1:00 
p.m. to 4:00 p.m., Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m., and Saturday from 8:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m.

Register online by going to www.
compton.edu and clicking on MyECC, or 
by calling 310-516-9339. Computers are 
available for student use in the Welcome 
Center, Financial Aid Lab, Admissions and 
Records Office, VT 209 and Library. Stu-
dents must have a registration appointment 
prior to going online or calling to register. 
Go to www.compton.edu and click on 
MyECC – Registration Appointment Time 
or call 310-516-9339 to confirm individual 
registration dates and times.

There are a wide range of courses avail-
able at El Camino College Compton Center 
to address all students’ needs. For instance 
in additional to required general education 
courses, Career and Technical Education of-
fers 15 different occupational programs for 
those looking to start a career, planning to 
transfer to a four-year college or university, 
or needing to upgrade their skills or develop 
new ones for a specific career. 

Paramount High seniors Iliana Yepez and Lizbeth Figueroa recently attended the Red Cross Leadership 
Development Camp (LDC) along with Paramount High graduate, Hugo Yepez.  According to Iliana, “The camp 
changed our lives and made us better people.  It broadened our horizons; building our character, leadership, 
communication and people skills.  We received $625 from the Paramount Lions Club to pay for LDC camp. It’s 
a great feeling to know there are still people in the world who are willing to help others.  The Lions Club has 
our heart-felt thanks for their commitment to doing just that.  All I can really say is; for those who have been 
to LDC, no explanation is necessary. For those who have never been, no explanation is possible.” 

PHS Students Thank Lions Club

Paramount Chamber of Commerce $3 Off
Unlimited Ride Pass

Good Friday, September 17, Only
no passes sold after 8:30pm

(One Discount Per Person • Pass expires at 10:00 pm)

$2 Off
Unlimited Ride Pass

Good Saturday, September 18, Only
no passes sold after 8:30pm

(One Discount Per Person • Pass expires at 10:00 pm)

 2010 Paramount Fiesta
September 17, 18 & 19

Friday: 5pm - 11pm • Saturday: 2pm - 11pm • Sunday: 3pm - 10pm
(hours subject to change without notice)

Unlimited ride passes not sold after 8:30pm. Passes expire at 10:00pm.

Paramount Entertainment Center
(at the corner of All America City Way & Paramount Blvd.)

Major Sponsor:
Clinica Medica Hispana

Regular Ticket Price $20

Regular Ticket Price $20

Ruben C. Rincon
Born: January 6, 1956
Departed: July 21, 2010

In Loving Memory

Ruben Rincon was born in 
Mexico City and raised in East 
Los Angeles, his passion was 
sharing his faith and ministry 
at juvenile halls and boot camps 
around Southern California. He 
was a Catholic Confirmation 

teacher and a father figure for 
many of his students.
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pep

HOURS
Mon. - Fri. 6:30am - 5:00pm

Sat. 7:00am - 4:00pm
Delivery Available 5 Days        

15101 Paramount Blvd.
Paramount, CA 90723

562-633-1143
ACE

The Paramount Education Partnership, Inc. (PEP) has announced the 
recipients of its 7th annual Dollars For Scholars program. One of the most 
pressing needs in today’s economy is funding for higher education. The 
PEP scholarships help deserving students achieve their educational goals by 
providing $1,000 for community college attendees and $3,000 for students 
going to a four-year university. 

There were 47 applications submitted to PEP this year. Students were 
graded in a number of categories, including academic achievement, an essay, 
academic recommendations, extracurricular activities and, most importantly, 
financial need. Due to the generosity of the local business community at 
the annual fundraiser this past June, scholarships have been given to 24 
Paramount students this year. 

Given the number of worthy applicants, the PEP Scholarship Committee 
had a difficult time selecting the final recipients.

Here, then, are this year’s 24 honorees. PEP is proud of their accomplish-
ments and looks forward to hearing about their future successes.

Lotusa Chan  UC, Irvine   Undeclared Major
Angelica Munoz  CSU, Long Beach   Psychology
Selest Alvarado  Long Beach City College  Child Development
Sheida Ramezan  UCLA    Sociology
Dulce Vargas  CSU, Long Beach   Psychology
Marisol Gonzalez  CSU, Long Beach   Undeclared Major
Laura Martinez  Cerritos College   Political Science
Doreen Cabrera  Undecided   Genetics
Nataly Barragan  UCLA    Physiological Science
Jasmin DeLuna  Cal Poly Pomona   Equine Veterinarian
Cristina Esqueda  Cerritos College   Nursing
Everado Cuevas  Humbolt State   Chemistry & English
Agustin Alva  Cal Poly Pomona   Mechanical Engr.
Sandra Valencia  Long Beach City College  Biochemistry
Ivan Figueroa  CSU, Long Beach   Aerospace Engr.
Esther Lopez  USC    Occupational Therapy
David Ramirez  UCLA    Political Science
Rosario Carmona  Long Beach City College  Criminal Justice
Laura Garcia  UC Santa Barbara   Chemistry
Leonardo Cazares  CSU, Long Beach   Hotel Management
Chell Le Jones  UCLA    Communications
Amy Jimenez  Art Institute of L.A.   Fine Art
Edwin Bautista  Universal Tech. Institute  Auto. Mechanic
Pete Contreras  Cerritos College   Paralegal

If you are interested in making a tax-deductible financial contribution 
to the PEP Scholarship Program so that even more scholars can benefit and 
realize their dreams in the future, please contact Suleyma Rosales, recreation 
supervisor, at (562) 220-2132 or via email at srosales@paramountcity.com. 

24 PEP Scholarships 
Awarded to Paramount 
College Students

MARK THE CALENDAR
Paramount Chamber Fiesta
September 17 - 19, 2010

Sponsored by: Clinica Medica Hispana
Rides • Games • Food • Community Booths

For More Information: 562.634.3980
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More than half of 

the Fortune 500 

companies were 

started in a recession!

Starting a business in these 

tough times and seeing it 
grow is reassuring because 
it’ll be poised for greater 

success when the economy 
rebounds!

For help with getting yourself on your way to a better
future and solutions contact: Bob Patton (562) 618-7591

www.numis1.com/bobpatton

Members in the News

$8,000 Reward 
for Horse Abuser
Minnesota Vikings 
Star Jared Allen
Raises Reward to 
$7,500

The reward for information lead-
ing to the arrest and conviction of the 
person(s) responsible for abandoning 
a severely neglected horse on a South 
Gate street three weeks ago has been 
tripled, thanks to defensive end Jared 
Allen of the Minnesota Vikings and 
sports manager Denise White. 

“Because of Mr. Allen’s and Ms. 
White’s compassion for this emaci-
ated horse, dumped weak and scared 
in the middle of the night in South 
Gate, $8,000 is now being offered to 
anyone with information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of the person(s) 
responsible for this heinous crime,” 
said Capt. Aaron Reyes of SEAACA.  
Five hundred dollars was contributed by 
an undisclosed source and $7,500 was 
raised by Jared Allen.

“At 6’ 6” and 270 pounds, three-time 
Pro Bowl selection Jared Allen is an 
intimidating force for every quarterback 
on the field. Off the field, he carries a 
soft spot for horses in his heart. “He 
grew up with horses and currently owns 

two. His dad was a cowboy back in the 
day, and what cowboy doesn’t love his 
horse?” Reyes said. 

“When I heard the story and saw 
the pictures of this animal, I had to 
lend my support to any information and 
conviction of the person(s) who did this 
heinous crime. If we don’t stop people 
like this, who will?” Allen said. 

Sports manager Denise White, who 
operates EAG Sports Management, also 
added $2,500 to the original $2,500 
reward offered by the Humane Society 
of the United States (HSUS). “She is 
an amazing woman with a passion for 
animals that runs deep. We can’t express 
our gratitude enough to Jared and De-
nise for their commitment to helping us 
solve this egregious case of horse abuse 
and neglect. 

“No animal deserves to be starved 
then dumped on a cold street in the 
middle of the night, left to wonder if 
their owner/family is coming back for 
them,” Reyes concluded. 

SEAACA investigators are follow-
ing up on leads and will again canvass 
the area where the horse was left to die, 
passing out flyers stating the updated 
reward amount. Anyone with informa-
tion on this crime is asked to contact 
SEAACA at (562) 803-3301 x250 or at 
www.seaaca.org. Identities of whistle-
blowers are confidential.

Ask The Expert

 In our volatile financial world, it seems like there are no safe havens.The stock 
market continues to fluctuate. Plummeting real estate values in certain markets have 
yet to recover. Add to this, the difficulty with getting loans in a credit-strapped lending 
environment. So, where’s the worried consumer to go for financial stability?  Consider 
permanent, cash valuewhole life insurance.

 Flexibility and Guarantees
If you know anything about life insurance, it’s probably the fact that it pays a 

guaranteed death benefit toyour heirs that is generally free of federal income taxes.1 
And, that’s an incredibly important function and most likely why you are consider-
ing life insurance. But cash value whole life insurance also offers substantial benefits 
available to you while you’re living.

One living benefit of whole life is the easy access it provides to your cash value, 
generally federal income-tax-free, through policy loans. Need money to pay for an 
emergency home repair, reduce a credit card debt or cover a shortfall in college tuition? 
If you want to borrow, you can. Unlike a conventional bank loan, there’s no lengthy 
approval process, and you can’t be turned down. There are also no credit checks or 
penalties for repaying money too quickly. In fact, there’s no payment schedule on 
the loan at all.

The longer you own a whole life insurance policy, the more cash value it will 
accumulate. As long as you pay your premiums — which are guaranteed never to 
increase — you’ll have permanent protection and your cash value will grow on a 
tax-deferred basis. In addition, your policy is eligible for non-guaranteed, income-
tax-free dividends which can help grow your cash value more quickly. 

 Upgrading Term to Permanent Cash Value Life
If you have term life insurance, which only pays a death benefit for a fixed period 

of time, it is easy to convert your policy to cash value whole life. Your New York 
Life insurance agent can show you how. Then you, too, can take advantage of the 
many benefits and stability that whole life insurance can bring to you and your loved 
ones.

This educational third-party article is being provided as a courtesy by Christo-
pher T. Hicks, 562.989.1232. (CA License #0664003), New York Life Insurance 
Company. 

“Bank” on Whole Life 
for Your Financial Needs
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Y... PARA MAS INFORMACION
Para saber si califica Ilame por teléfono ahora mismo.

ESTAMOS FRENTE A LA IGLESIA 
NUESTRA SEÑORA DEL ROSARIO

(562) 630-1991
ABIERTO TODOS LOS DIAS DE LUNES

A SABADO 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM

“Porque a nosotros nos importa usted”

14906 Paramount Blvd.
Paramount

GRATIS*

Planificación Familiar

Para Prevención

de Embarazo

GRATIS*

Prueba de Cáncer en Los Senos

Para Mujeres de 40

Años de Edad 0 Más.

GRATIS*

Prueba de Embarazo,

Cuidado Prenatal y Parto

Medi-Cal
sin costo 

para sus niños

*A Través De Los Programas De CHDP, CDP, 
Family P.A.C.T., Healthy Families y OB para 

personas y familias de bajos recursos.

GRATIS*

Examenes Físicos y Vacunas

para Niños de 0 a 19

Años de Edad.

Aseguranza 

médico a bajo 

costo para niños 

de 1 a 19 años

GRATIS*

Clases de lamaze

Pulse Beat
Call Maria  562-634-3980
Pulse Beat

To place an ad 

Members in the News

OUTSIDE SALES AND BODY & PAINT TECHNICIAN WITH 
TOOL EXPERIENCE. Trouble-shooting. Apply at Herald’s Garage, 
8124 E. Alondra Blvd, Paramount. 562-633-2136, Ask for Joe.

Modern and authentic Mexican grill in the city of Paramount seeking 
MANAGERS, EXPERIENCED COOKS (COCINEROS), AND FOOD 
/ CUSTOMER SERVICE. Be part of a new and growing restaurant that 
is to open around July 15th - August 1st. Looking for cheerful, polite 
and fast people who are Spanish bilingual, food service experience is 
a definite plus. Solicitamos cocineros. Se habla español.  Phone: 562-
688-4674  •  Email: marvinmeraz@gmail.com  •  Fax: 562-790-8079

HELP WANTEDClubs & Organizations

From left: Olga Marquez Garcia, Doreen Cabrera, Laura Garcia and Lisbeth Real’s mother standing in for 
her daughter who was unable to attend. Each winner of a Paramount Tepic Sister Cities scholarship had 
one thing in common; a strong desire to serve the community, complete their college education and give 
back to Paramount. 

Paramount Tepic Sister Cities Awards 
Four Scholarships to PHS Students

BUSINESS WORKSHOP
Facebook, My Space, Twitter-Using 

Social Media for your Business
Thursday, September 16, 2010 * 11:00 am – 1:00 pm Fee:  $45

     
Do you still feel like Social Media is just for social networking?  Have you ever thought 
of using Social Media as a business tool to enhance sales and increase profitability?  
Many successful small businesses are connecting with customers as we speak.  Social 
Media is a new way of putting yourself in front of your customers.  

Learn how to successfully promote your business and increase awareness about your 
service or product.  Create buzz for your business with new cost effective marketing 
channels. 
You will learn:
• how to create and maintain a Facebook Group Page
• how to join “Groups” on LinkedIn and remain connected with business professionals 
throughout the world
• why 140 characters on Twitter are significant in helping increase brand visibility and 
strengthen customer service
• how YouTube can be used to enhance sales and promote your business website

       Make all checks payable to:  LBCC
*Free Counseling Also Available       *$25.00 refundable deposit required

For Reservations: 
Paramount Chamber of Commerce

15357 Paramount Blvd, Paramount, CA  90723
562-634-3980
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Visit us online at
www.paramountchamber.com

Ask The Expert

Anatomy of an Auto Policy
By Luis Acosta
State Farm® agent 
(562) 531-1900

Picture this scenario: A woman 
leaves her car securely locked and 
safely parked on a quiet side street.  
But the unexpected happens. When she 
returns, her car is severely damaged.

This scenario has a happy ending. 
After the initial shock, she calls her 
insurance agent. The agent guides the 
woman through the claim process and 
explains that her car policy’s collision 
coverage will pay the cost, after the 
deductible is met, to repair her car.

Why insurance? 
State laws require owners and driv-

ers of motor vehicles to be financially 
responsible for damages they cause in 
a car accident. Insurance satisfies this 
requirement.  In addition, optional 
coverages are available that can further 
reduce your risk of significant financial 
loss from a car crash, even if it is not 
your fault.

Types of coverage available
There are various types of coverage 

available when purchasing an Auto 
insurance policy. 

• Liability: Pays damages for bodily 
injury to others and damage to property 
that result from a wreck that is caused 
by an insured under your policy. Also 
pays for other costs including legal 
defense and court fees in the event 
an insured is sued because of a car 
wreck. 

• Collision: Pays for damage, after 
a deductible is met, to your insured car 
when it strikes, or is struck by, another 
vehicle or object. 

• Comprehensive: Pays for dam-
age to your insured car that was not 
caused by a collision. Some examples 
include damage caused fire, wind, hail, 
flood, vandalism, theft, or impact with 
an animal. There may or may not be a 
deductible for this coverage.

• Medical Payments Coverage: Pays 
the reasonable and necessary medical 
expenses for an insured that is injured 
in a car crash, regardless of who is at 
fault for the wreck. 

• Uninsured Motorist Coverage: 
Pays damages to an insured that is in-
jured in a car crash caused by a driver 
who does not have liability insurance. 

• Underinsured Motorist Coverage: 
Pays damages to an insured that is in-
jured in a car crash when the person(s) 
responsible for the wreck accident has 
insufficient liability insurance to fully 
compensate the insured for the injury. 

• Car Rental Expense: Pays eligible 
rental car expenses if your car is not 
drivable because of a loss which would 
be payable under Collision Coverage or 
Comprehensive Coverage. 

• Emergency Road Service: Pays 
for items such as towing expenses, the 
cost to deliver gasoline,and specified 
labor charges to unlock your car if the 
key is locked inside the car. 

When shopping for insurance, it’s 
important to look at more than the 
total cost. Become familiar with the 
amount and type of coverage that is 

being offered. Also, note what isn’t 
being covered, who is covered while 
driving your vehicle and the quality of 
customer service in the event of an ac-
cident. And always remember to make 
sure the company you’re insured by is 
financially strong.

The bottom line is that you should un-
derstand your policy and buy the amount 
of insurance you think you need.

“Bank” on Whole Life for Your
Financial Needs

In our volatile financial world, it 
seems like there are no safe havens.
The stock market continues to fluctu-
ate. Plummeting real estate values in 
certain markets have yet to recover. 
Add to this, the difficulty with get-
ting loans in a credit-strapped lending 
environment. So, where’s the worried 
consumer to go for financial stability?  
Consider permanent, cash valuewhole 
life insurance.

Flexibility and Guarantees
If you know anything about life 

insurance, it’s probably the fact that it 
pays a guaranteed death benefit toyour 
heirs that is generally free of federal in-
come taxes.1 And, that’s an incredibly 
important function and most likely why 
you are considering life insurance. But 
cash value whole life insurance also 
offers substantial benefits available to 
you while you’re living.

One living benefit of whole life is 
the easy access it provides to your cash 
value, generally federal income-tax-
free, through policy loans. Need money 

to pay for an emergency home repair, 
reduce a credit card debt or cover a 
shortfall in college tuition? If you want 
to borrow, you can. Unlike a conven-
tional bank loan, there’s no lengthy 
approval process, and you can’t be 
turned down. There are also no credit 
checks or penalties for repaying money 
too quickly. In fact, there’s no payment 
schedule on the loan at all.2 

The longer you own a whole life 
insurance policy, the more cash value 
it will accumulate. As long as you pay 
your premiums — which are guaran-
teed never to increase — you’ll have 
permanent protection and your cash 
value will grow on a tax-deferred basis. 
In addition, your policy is eligible for 
non-guaranteed, income-tax-free divi-
dends which can help grow your cash 
value more quickly. 

UpgradingTerm to Permanent Cash 
Value Life  

If you have term life insurance, 
which only pays a death benefit for a 
fixed period of time, it is easy to con-
vert your policy to cash value whole 
life. Your New York Life insurance 
agent can show you how. Then you, 
too, can take advantage of the many 
benefits and stability that whole life 
insurance can bring to you and your 
loved ones.

This educational third-party article 
is being provided as a courtesy by 
Christopher T. Hicks, 562.989.1232. 
(CA License #0664003), New York Life 
Insurance Company.   

By Maria F Galli 
State Farm Galli Agency
562.817.5620

Simply put...contributing to a Roth 
Individual Retirement Account (IRA) 
may be a smart money move. The 
question then is...are you taking full 
advantage? The benefit of contributing 
to the Roth IRA is the money you put 
into one of these accounts grows tax 
free and distributions may be made 
tax free.

If you haven’t opened a Roth IRA, 
do it now. You have until your tax 
deadline (typically April 15) to set up 
an account and make contributions for 
the previous year. Annual contributions 
are limited; currently the maximum 
amount is $5,000. That means you can 
invest $5,000 for 2010, giving you a 
solid start to your savings. 

If you’re just starting to invest, the 
Roth IRA should be one of your first 
options – even before you open a regu-

lar, taxable account or contribute to a 
workplace retirement savings plan. The 
only exception is if your employer offers 
a match on your 401(k) contributions. 
That’s free money you don’t want to 
pass up. You can invest in both a Roth 
IRA and a workplace retirement plan. 

Not sure where to find money to 
fund your account? Consider investing 
your tax refund. The amount could be a 
great start for funding a Roth IRA.

There are specific income restric-
tions for contributing to a Roth IRA. 
Contributions are limited and based on 
the taxpayer’s filing status and Modi-
fied Adjusted Gross Income (MAGI). 
When the taxpayer’s income exceeds 
the eligibility limits for contributing 
to a Roth IRA, an eligibility phase out 
period begins. 

Contact your local insurance and 
financial service provider for more 
information. You’ll be surprised with 
the amounts of information you can 
receive.  

Are You Taking Advantage 
of a Roth IRA?



Hollywood Bowl
Performing: The Los Angeles

Philharmonic Orchestra
Date: September 9, 2010

Price: Free
Departs: 6:00 pm

Returns: Approx. 11 pm
Registration: Already taking place

 
Los Angeles County Fair
Date: September 15, 2010

Price: $5 per person
Departs: 10:30 am
Returns: 6:00 pm

Registration: Currently taking place
 

Phantom of the Opera
Date: September 29, 2010

Price: $56 per person (no stairs)
(orchestra level)

$38 per person (must be able to walk stairs) 
(mezz. Level)

Departs: 6:00 pm
Returns: Approx. 11:30 pm

Registration: Begins August 31, 2010 

For more information: 
562-220-2090

Seniors MARK YOUR CALENDAR
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Business Corner

Once you’re in business, market re-
search keeps you in touch with what cus-
tomers need. Whichever stage you’re in, 
these 10 tips will get you started. 

1. Know what you need to learn. If 
you’re a startup, you might use market 
research to pinpoint your target customers. 
If you’re expanding, you might use it to 
determine where to open a new location. 
Stay focused by listing specific questions 
you must answer. 

2. Research your industry. Assess 
whether the industry you plan to enter 
is growing or declining. What niches are 
most promising? Once you’re in business, 
keep up with industry news to stay on top 
of trends. 

3. Research your target customers. If 
you sell within a limited area, you’ll want 
to know the population, income level and 
demographic breakdown of the residents. If 
you sell online, your customer base might 
be nationwide or worldwide, but you still 
need to determine how many potential 
customers exist. 

4. Research your competition. Assess 
your competition locally, nationally and 
globally. Create a “SWOT” analysis of 
your competition’s strengths, weaknesses, 
and the opportunities for and threats to your 
business that they pose. 

5. Research your indirect competition. 
If you’re opening a pizza restaurant, your 
competition isn’t just other pizza restau-
rants. It’s any restaurant—and any place 
where people spend discretionary income, 
such as nightclubs, amusement parks or 
theaters. 

6. Gather published information. Go 
online or visit your library for information 
from industry publications and websites, 
associations, trade shows and conferences, 
and consumer publications. The U.S. gov-
ernment provides a wealth of data; visit 
the SBDC’s website (www.smallbizla.org) 
and Business.gov (www.business.gov) for 
resources. 

7. Do surveys. Surveying potential 
customers is easy and free using online 

survey tools such as BuzzDash.com (www.
buzzdash.com), PollGenius.com (www.
pollgenius.com) and SurveyMonkey.com 
(www.surveymonkey.com). Poll customers 
on your website or by e-mail, and analyze 
the results.

8. Focus. Recruit people from your 
target market for a focus group. If you 
target moms, for example, contact local 
PTAs. Pay participants for their time and 
get demographic information to ensure 
you have a broad sample. Show them your 
products or explain your services, and get 
feedback.

9. Get help. There are many free or 
low-cost sources of assistance, including 
the SBDC (www.smallbizla.org). Contact 
nearby college or university business or 
marketing departments; sometimes profes-
sors and students will help you research as 
part of a class project. 

10. Keep it up. Make market research 
part of your day-to-day business activities. 
Use receipts, delivery orders and invoices 
to track where customers come from. 
Monitor inventory trends to track which 
products sell best. Use Google alerts and 
Twitter search to see what people are say-
ing about your business. Staying on top of 
customers’ needs and interests will reveal 
potential growth areas. 

Rieva Lesonsky is CEO of GrowBiz Me-
dia, a content and consulting company that 
helps entrepreneurs start and grow their 
businesses. Before launching her business, 
she was Editorial Director of Entrepreneur 
Magazine. Rieva Lesonsky also works with 
the Los Angeles Regional Small Business 
Development Center Network.  The SBDC 
is a group of successful small business 
owners helping fellow entrepreneurs start, 
sustain, and grow their business through 
low-cost workshops and free one-on-one 
consulting in business planning, finance, 
marketing, and various other specialty 
areas (Spanish speaking consultants avail-
able).  To make an appointment call:  (562) 
938-5100, or email:  sbdcinfo@lbcc.edu.

For a Start-Up, Market 
Research Determines Whether 
Your Business Can Succeed 

Eyebrow 
Threading

$4.99

BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIALS
- Dogi & Flexi Shoes: All Ages
- Boutique: 15% off All Items

Pants • Tops • Belts • Hats • Hair Accessories • Jewelry
• MUST BRING THIS COUPON •

Anything over $25

Tues, Wed, Thursday

Paramount business owners are faced 
with many day-to-day challenges. Among 
them is keeping 

energy costs down. Southern California 
Edison (SCE) understands how energy 
costs can impact 

the bottom line.  Accordingly, for a 
limited time, SCE is offering a no-cost 
(FREE!) program to help qualified 

businesses save money with lower 
energy costs.  This effortless program not 
only provides recommendations to help 
save energy and money, but also provides 
business with FREE energy-efficient prod-
ucts with FREE installation.   

Here’s how it works: 
1. An energy expert from FCI, an SCE 

contracted vendor, will be in Paramount 

beginning on Wednesday, September 1 
2010, and upon approval from individual 
businesses, will conduct a simple 

energy survey of business facilities. 
There is no cost for this evaluation. 

2. The FCI surveyor may make recom-
mendations for replacing certain items 

with items that are more energy ef-
ficient. 

3. FCI will arrange to have an installer 
replace the recommended items — at no 
cost. 

Take advantage of this incredible FREE 
program that can help use energy more ef-
ficiently, conserve precious resources and 
improve the bottom line. For more informa-
tion, please call Southern California Edison 
at (800) 736-4777. 

Paramount Small Business Make-Over 

Pulse Beat
Call Maria  562-634-3980
Pulse Beat

To place an ad 
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562-531-1225
(888) MID-MOTO
714-828-4080
Fax 562-531-0730

Sales • Service• Parts • Accessories

DIANA SLUMSKIE

www.mid-citieshonda.com

16311 GARFIELD AVE., PARAMOUNT, CA 90723

562-633-2300 www.wardassociates.com
FAX: 562-633-2345 email: wardindfamily@aol.com

KAREN EGGE & SASHA SCHOELEN

LEASING

Business Card Directory
Run your business card for 

less than $25 per month. 
Contact Maria 562-634-3980

Publication & Delivery Courtesy of Pulse Beat Advertisers

General Dentistry
Hablamos Español

For the
Maximum
Touch of 
Care

MAX B.

ARTINEZM D.D.S.

16299 S. Paramount Blvd., Paramount, CA 90723
562-531-4740

15101 Paramount Blvd.
Paramount, CA 90723

562-633-1143

        FENICO
          PRECISION CASTINGS
      562/634-5000 • 800/634-5000
   FAX 562/634-4900
 7805   Madison Street
         Paramount, CA 90723-4220

To place your 
business card ad here 
contact Maria at the 
Paramount Chamber 

562-634-3980

FREE
Business Counseling
Paramount Chamber of Commerce

Call for Appt:
562-634-3980 x10

15357 Paramount Boulevard
Paramount, California  90723

562-634-3980 - Office
562-634-0891 - Fax

MARIA MAC LEAN
Membership Services Director

THE PULSE
OF PARAMOUNT

COMMERCE
AND INDUSTRY

Let Us Promote Your Business
-Become A Member Today-
Paramount Chamber of Commerce

 • FREE-  Advertisement in Paramount’s Best Read Newspaper 

 • FREE-  Listing on the Paramount Chamber Website

 • FREE-  Two Listings in the Paramount Business Directory

 • FREE-   Member Discount Program

562-634-3980

Visit
www.paramountchamber.com

to view the
Pulse Beat Online
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Business Card Directory

Visit
www.paramountchamber.com

to view the
Pulse Beat Online
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www.asapsignco.com

15357 Paramount Boulevard
Paramount, California  90723

562-634-3980 - Office
562-634-0891 - Fax

MARIA MAC LEAN
Membership Services Director

THE PULSE
OF PARAMOUNT

COMMERCE
AND INDUSTRY

15357 Paramount Boulevard
Paramount, California  90723

562-634-3980 - Office
562-634-0891 - Fax

MARIA MAC LEAN
Membership Services Director

THE PULSE
OF PARAMOUNT

COMMERCE
AND INDUSTRY

To place your 
business card ad here 
contact Maria at the 
Paramount Chamber 

562-634-3980

Come join our dedicated 
members as we build friendships 
and partnerships with a common 

goal of giving back to the 
community.

Join us for lunch:  Thursdays --12:30-1:30
Casa Gamino Restaurant

8330 Alondra Blvd.
Google us:  Paramount Lions Club

Call us: 562.531.1900

Serving the community since 1946, the 
Paramount Lions have been actively 
participating in and providing donations 
to support local programs such as PEP 
(Paramount Education Partnership), Relay 
for Life, City of Hope, youth sports, food 
banks, and eye care for families in need.  

Make A Difference  ✩  Join A Service Club
Paramount Rotary Club has

served the Community 
since 1954

The Rotary Club is an organization of local business and professional people who supply 
humanitarian assistance to primarily local residents. Among its many services, the Club’s 
members personally provide:
• college/technical school scholarships to graduating Paramount students,
• clothing to qualified Paramount children,
• holiday season food and gift support to qualified Paramount families and,
• books and educational materials to Guatemalan students, reconstructive cleft 
palate and clubfoot surgery to Mexican children.
The Club raises funds for these community services through its annual 
Paramount Rotary 10K Race and Paramount Rotary Golf Tournament.
The Club meets at noon every Tuesday at Progress Plaza Park (15500 
Downey Ave.) for fellowship, lunch and an informational program.
     Do the Club’s activities sound like fun to you?  If so, please be our guest 
for lunch. For more information call Secretary John Colville at 562-531-1615 or 
President Duane Mahan. Please visit our website at ClubRunner.ca/Paramount  . 
We hope to see you soon!

FREE
Business Counseling
Paramount Chamber of Commerce

Call for Appt:
562-634-3980 x10

15357 Paramount Boulevard
Paramount, California  90723

562-634-3980 - Office
562-634-0891 - Fax

MARIA MAC LEAN
Membership Services Director

THE PULSE
OF PARAMOUNT

COMMERCE
AND INDUSTRY

We have several pricing options to fit your budget.

Special safe, secure pick up and delivery
for your valuable archives is available.

(562) 440-7180

Have You Thought About Having 
Your Hard Copy/Pre-Computers era 

Files Such as Documents,
Photos, Flyers or Printed Newspaper 
and Magazine Issues DIGITALIZED?

We also Publish, Design and Print Newspapers,
Magazines, Books, Brochures & Business Cards

15357 Paramount Boulevard
Paramount, California  90723

562-634-3980 - Office
562-634-0891 - Fax

MARIA MAC LEAN
Membership Services Director

THE PULSE
OF PARAMOUNT

COMMERCE
AND INDUSTRY

Serving the community for over fifty years
 Major Sponsor of Dictionaries for 3rd graders PUSD

Monthly/Yearly Scholorships for PHS seniors
Donate to Vets in L.B. Vets Hospital

 Meetings every Monday night 730pm

HALL FOR RENT
Weddings * Quinceaneras * Birthdays

Max 250 people

8108 E. Alondra Blvd   •   562 633-1804
www.paramountelks.org

PARAMOUNT 
ELKS

LODGE 1804

Let Us Promote Your Business
-Become A Member Today-
Paramount Chamber of Commerce

 • FREE-  Advertisement in Paramount’s Best Read Newspaper 

 • FREE-  Listing on the Paramount Chamber Website

 • FREE-  Two Listings in the Paramount Business Directory

 • FREE-   Member Discount Program

562-634-3980






